

Kenora Catholic District School Board 
We are a Roman Catholic school system dedicated to excellence in 


education, the Christian formation of youth, and meaningful partnerships 
with family, community and Church.


MINUTES OF MEETING 


May 17, 2023 


MEETING DATE: Wednesday, May 17, 2023 


LOCATION OF MEETING Board Room at CEC and Microsoft Teams 


SUBJECT OF MEETING: Catholic Parent Involvement Committee 


TIME OF MEETING: 12:00 PM – 1:15 PM 


NEXT MEETING: Year-End Presentation to Trustees – 5:00 PM, Tuesday, June 6, 2023, 


ATTENDED BY: 


ATTENDANCE PERSON TITLE 


1. 
Kathleen Holmstrom St Thomas Aquinas High School Parent Representative 


2. 
Angela McEvoy CPIC Vice-Chair and St. Louis School Parent Representative 


3. 
Tressa Main CPIC Vice-Chari and St. Louis School Parent Representative 


4. 
Grace Dunford St. John Paul II School Representative 


5. 
Michelle Kurtz St. John Paul II School Representative 


6. 
Gianna Polronetti St. John School Parent Representative 


7. 
Amy McCann École Ste-Marguerite Bourgeoys 


8. Kylie Hughes St. Thomas Aquinas High School, Principal 


9. Mark Richards St. Thomas Aquinas High School, Vice Principal 


10. Randi Casey Northwestern Health Unit Community Representative 


11. Nicole Kurtz Director of Education 


12. Hilary Aitken École Ste. Marguerite Bourgeoys, Principal, KCDSB Representative 


13. Derek Favreau Trustee Representative 


14. Angela Biship Trustee Representative 


15. Teresa Gallik Trustee - Chair 


16. Paul Landry Trustee – Vice-Chair 


17. Cathy McQuillan Recording Secretary 


1. Prayer – Nicole Kurtz


2. Roll Call – Guest: Jared Ralko, Leanne Chisholm, Andrea Batters, Marnie Buffett, Natasha 
Tsevende
Regrets:  Tressa, Main, Randi Casey, Angela Bishop, Kathleen Holmstrom


3. Welcome:  Nicole Kurtz


4. Board & Ministry Update – Nicole Kurtz - Attached 3


5. Year-End Presentation to Trustees – 5:00 PM, June 6, 2023
Catholic Education Center - Training Room - Reports Due to Cathy May 25, 2023


6. KCDSB Mental Health Clinical Supervisor – Book Club Update – Sue Devlin, Natasha Tsevende, 


Attached 5
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Kenora Catholic District School Board 
We are a Roman Catholic school system dedicated to excellence in 


education, the Christian formation of youth, and meaningful partnerships 
with family, community and Church.


MINUTES OF MEETING 


May 17, 2023 


7. Update Family Events – Jared Ralko, Marnie Buffett – Attached 15


8. Literacy Team – Leanne Chisholm, Marnie Buffett, Andrea Batters - Attached 16


9. School Updates – Hilary Aitken


o The schools are rethinking how we engage our parents. For example, with our open houses shifting to a 
more family-centered approach.


10. Business arising from last meeting: Nil


11. Once Around the Table:


• SMB Update: Amy McCann


o Choir with Mr. Marcus continued this spring and the final performance will be Beatles in the Park on June


14th in our outdoor our classroom.


o SMB alumni Baking for a Brighter Future, Charity Bake Sale for our former students in Grades 8 and 9 to


raise money for endangered animals.


o The annual family ski night at Evergreen Ski Hill had a great turnout once again and even our mascot was


there to join in the fun.


o Kindergarten Open House night on March 30th was a great success.


o Kindergarten Family Tea for all our current and incoming kindergarten families was a big hit. The boozoo


bear bags for the Kindergarten Open House continued to be a favorite with families as well.


o In partnership with the EarlyOn, Open gym sessions on Saturdays were completed in March.


o Our Grade Twos had a slumber party at school,


o The Family Arts Jamboree was held on April 22nd.


o Catholic Education Week from May 1st to 5th and we had our first outdoor prayer service which families


could attend.


o Door decorating for each classroom.


o We had a guest speaker from the Ministry of Development and Peace who presented in French to our


grade six students.


o Book Fair and ice cream social for families was a hit.


o We had our speech competition in the gym.


o Festival of Arts highlights on Friday of Catholic Education Week.


o We had a kindness wall that was started in the junior wing where students could leave positive notes on


the bulletin board to each other.


o They could also leave a token to cheer up students who may need it or take it if they were needing to be


cheered up. The board has continued to date and is still being used.


o The PD day topic of family engagement was presented to our parent council.


o Our open house barbecue in the fall will shift from Meet the Teacher to Meet the Family.


o We participated in Earth Day Community Cleanup on Campus and Valley Drive.


o Notre Dame and Saint Louis candidates from SMB will have their confirmation this weekend.
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Kenora Catholic District School Board 
We are a Roman Catholic school system dedicated to excellence in 


education, the Christian formation of youth, and meaningful partnerships 
with family, community and Church.


MINUTES OF MEETING 


May 17, 2023 


• St. John Paul II School Update: Grace Dunford – Attached 24


• St. John School Update: Gianna Poltronetti


o Catholic Education was a wonderful week of celebrating and the school hosted a prayer service.


o The students had recess dance party.


o They had group school photos, a cross display, and a meet and greet Friday morning for the parents


where the staff offered tea or coffee and muffins.


o Chris Bray visited St. John's school and performed for the school as well as the parents.


o Some of the staff participated in ribbon skirt making and they created skirts to wear for the spring power.


o The staff and students are busy planning for their Winnipeg trips for the grade eight students and Luther


Village for the grade six and seven students. They are working on fundraising for these trips.


o Upcoming events will include, a parent workshop on online safety with Paul Davis on May 28th, EQAO,


National Indigenous People Day, and the year-end activities.


• Nicole Kurtz: Director of Education


o Nicole Kurtz asked the committee if next year we could start the meetings with school updates as many of


the school representatives have time constraints. The committee agreed.


o She asked the committee if it would be better for their schedules for us to arrive around 11:30 and then


start the meeting at 11:45?


• Cathy McQuillan: Recording Secretary


o We will be meeting in June to decide the meeting dates for the 2023-2024 school year.  An email will be


sent out with the dates.


12. Meeting Adjournment – Nicole Kurtz


13. Next Meeting – Year End Presentation to Trustees:  5:00 PM – 6:00 PM June 6, 2023


Month Dates 


Year-End Presentation to the Board of Trustees 


5:00 pm, June 6, 2023 
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CPIC Updates – May 2023 


1. It is a very exciting time of the year with many years end events planned.
Grade 6 farewells and transition events, grade 12 grad. Encourage everyone
to use the KCDSB App to keep up to date with all that is happening at each
school.


2. Grade 6 transition meetings will be happening in Kenora. School teams
from SMB, SJPII and STL will be meeting with a team at STAHS.


3. Spring Feast and Powwow on May 19th at SJP II school from 11:00 to
2:00…all are welcome.


4. Ministry Updates
a. The Ontario government is updating the Grade 10 Career Studies


curriculum (fall of 2024) and is introducing mandatory resources for
teachers and students on mental health literacy in Grades 7 & 8,
aligned with the Health and Physical Education curriculum (How to
manage stress, understand the relationship between mental health
and mental illness, recognize the signs and symptoms of a mental
health concern, counteract mental health stigma and know when and
how to get help.  These resources, development in consultation with
experts, would support students at they achieve and prepare for the
next steps in their future.


b. Extra funding for mental health in the summer months.
c. The Ministry plans to allow students in grade 11 to transition to a


full-time, skilled trades apprenticeship program.
d. Ontario Secondary School Diploma graduation requirement for


students to earn a Grade 9 or 10 Technological Education credit is
planned.


e. The Tutoring Supports Program was extended from March to July of
2023.


f. There are update to the Grade 10 Career Studies curriculum and the
introduction of mandatory resources for teachers and students on
mental health literacy in Grades 7 & 8.


g. Investing funds to boost math, writing and reading skills
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Welcome
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Early Literacy 
Support Team 
Update
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OHRC Inquiry Into Right To Read


"Nearly ALL students can 
learn to read words 
proficiently with science-
based instruction in 
foundational reading 
skills."
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From Balanced to Structured Literacy
Balanced Literacy


• readers encouraged to 'predict' unknown words by using context cues such as 
pictures, the preceding sentence, and initial/ final letters to guess what the word might 
be (not processing the letter/ sound relationships)


• Does it look right? Does it sound right? Does it make sense?


• based on opinion or experience and qualitative research based on anecdotal 
observation/ interviews


Structured Literacy


• a focus on evidence-based 'essential' skills that ALL readers must acquire


• Focuses on connecting speech sounds to print and to the meaning of words (THE 
READING PATHWAY)


• A direct and systematic approach that progresses from easier to harder skills and is 
responsive to student needs


• based on decades of evidence-based, scientific research
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Early and Ongoing Assessment
All boards must have measures 
in place for Early and Ongoing 
assessment
Parents, Classroom Teachers 
and the School Team play a 
vital role in the Early and 
Ongoing Assessment process


Language Development is a 
major component of early 
identification of learning needs
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Early and Ongoing Assessment
Learners requiring further 
assessment, learning support, 
and progress 
monitoring may be identified


Focused Instruction during 
the Early Years yields 
the greatest positive impact 
on learning outcomes
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Range of Assessment Measures
Assessment measures may 
include a range of the 
following


• Whole-class, universal 
screeners,


• Classroom-based 
assessments, and


• Individually-
administered, standardized 
assessments
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Early Identification and Intervention is 
Important


Big Ideas in Beginning Reading, University of Oregon
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How Can We Support Reading Development?


Reading


Universal 
Screener


Diagnostic 
Assessments


Progress
MonitoringInstruction
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ST. JOHN PAUL II SCHOOL – CPIC REPORT 


SJPII Update – May 17, 2023 


• Fundraising Activities:


o Epicure – raised over $1,200.


o Tim Horton’s Smile Cookies – raised more than $2,300.


o Coming up – Online Auction. We have been collecting items and 
experiences from the community and will be holding an online auction 
beginning Wednesday, May 24.


o LOTW Brew Co Chairty Brunch – We will hold the brunch on Sunday, June 


11th. This will also be the time that we announce the winning bids for the 


silent auction items.


• School Activities:


o We held a Family Open House during Catholic education Week where 
families were invited to the school for the bookfair, a visit with the chicks, 
some snacks and to take part in a fun craft. The craft was a school wind 
chime that now hangs in the foyer. It is beautiful and was really enjoyed by 
all families who participated.


o Our Grade 6 students have been busy with their legacy project building 
different wood playground embellishments such as a bench, bridge and 
reading seat around the base of a tree. We can’t wait to see them all 
finished.


o Coming up we will be holding our Grade 6 celebration as well as our final 
Family Evening which this year will be hosted at Kenora Bed n Bale.


• Additional Comments:


o We are still moving forward with our playground plans. We have recently 
applied for one grant and are in the process of applying for two more. After 
looking at quotes from different companies we would ideally like to have 
been $60,000-$90,000 raised to be able to afford new equipment and the 
installation of the equipment.  24
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